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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 3, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GARRET
GRAVES to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

HONORING BRENT WINN LAYTON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. DENHAM) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, today, 1
rise to acknowledge and honor the life
of a personal friend and Gold Star Fa-
ther Brent Winn Layton. The beloved
father, son, brother, and uncle died un-
expectedly at the age of 47 on Satur-
day, May 23, 2015, in Longmont, Colo-
rado.

Brent was born on October 23, 1967, in
Berkeley, California, to Shirley Hughes
and A. Winn Layton. Although Brent
lived in many cities throughout his

life, he was a longtime resident of the
Escalon area and considered it home.

Brent was a very gifted man with
many levels. He served as a deputy
sheriff in Kern County, California, and
Clark County, Arkansas. He also served
as a peace officer for the Hscalon Po-
lice Department. In addition to his
commitment to law enforcement,
Brent was committed to God. He was a
very spiritual man and found great
comfort in his faith.

Unfortunately, in 2009, Brent became
a Gold Star Father when his firstborn
son, James, was Kkilled in action in
Kunar province, Afghanistan, serving
during Operation Enduring Freedom.
Since then, Brent’s mission in life was
to embrace other Gold Star families
and help them through the grieving
process.

Brent had many friends that loved
him, and he had a heart full of love for
them. His laugh, his sense of humor,
and his big bear hugs will be missed
forever. In addition, his friends and
family admired his honest pride in his
Cherokee Nation citizenship and will
miss listening to him play guitar.
There is peace in knowing that he is
now with his son as well as the family
and friends that have gone before him.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring and recognizing Brent for his
friendship, faith, and unwavering sup-
port for other military families. He had
a genuine love for people, community,
and country and will be missed by
many. God bless him always.

——
TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
this week, we started the 33rd exten-
sion of the highway spending program.
The 33rd time that we failed to deal
meaningfully with the crisis in funding

our transportation system. It is a sym-
bol of Congress’ failure to deal with a
country that is falling apart and fall-
ing behind.

No country became great building its
infrastructure 7 months at a time.

It prompts silly ideas. One recently,
an op-ed page of The Wall Street Jour-
nal, talks about ‘‘Taxing for Highways,
Paying for Bike Lanes’ as the problem.
Well, as is pointed out in letters to the
editor today, it is not spending on bike
paths which Dr. Pete Ruane, head of
the American Road & Transportation
Builders Association, pointed out is
about 1 percent of the total Federal
transportation highway budget, if you
include sidewalks as well.

No, the problem is that we are paying
for 2015 infrastructure with 1993 dol-
lars. We have not raised the gas tax in
22 years. Now, I would suggest that
what we ought to do is to look at the
broad coalition that is represented by
the authors on that page from the
roadbuilders and the cyclists—they are
representative of the broadest coali-
tion on any issue in American politics
today—from the AFL-CIO to the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, the truckers—
represented eloquently by Governor
Bill Graves, who is not just president
of the American Trucking Associa-
tions, he was the Republican Governor
of Kansas who raised the gas tax not
once, but twice.

There is an opportunity for us to
break the logjam. I would suggest that
maybe the House Ways and Means
Committee could, for the first time in
the 55 months that the Republicans
have been in charge, actually meet to
discuss transportation funding. That is
our job.

Let’s dedicate an entire week to solv-
ing this problem. Let’s invite in rep-
resentatives of that broad coalition:
people who build, maintain, and use
our transportation system. Let’s hear
from the six Republican States that al-
ready this year have raised the gas tax,

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H3763



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T16:47:51-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




